





By Sujata Rajpal 

ust Books CLC (com- 

munity library chain) at 

Kalidasa Road, in city, 
had organised a Creative 
Writing Workshop last week. 
| wanted to participate in this 
workshop for two reasons — 
firstly | had never attended a 
live writing workshop creative 
or non- creative; secondly, the 
session was being conducted 
by three young literary and cre- 
ative enthusiasts who strongly 
believe in making a profession 
out of their passion. 

The workshop surpassed my 
expectations both in terms of 
content as well as the profile of 
r its organisers. 





Harsh Agarwal, A. Nethra 
and Karthik Nayaka — the dy- 
namic trio interacted with the 
audience and offered handy tips 
and best practices on how to 
develop a story from inception 
of the idea to the final copy. 
Presented by Fablery, the inter- 
active creative writing workshop 
called ‘Caravan’ is being organ- 
ised in various cities. Mysore be- 
ing its tenth stop, the workshop 
was also held at Bangalore, 
Calcutta, Bhopal, Delhi, Pune, 
Kota, Lucknow and Mumbai, to 
name afew. 

“We are overwhelmed by the 
tremendous response to Cara- 
van. It's always nice to meet and 
interact with people from differ- 





ent places,” says Nethra, found- 
er of Fablery. Nethra is a grad- 
uate in Computer Science and 
Engineering, and a post gradu- 
ate in Business Administration. 

“After studying Science and 
Business Administration, what 
motivated you to take up pub- 
lishing as a full time profession?” 
| ask the obvious question. 

“| still like coding but |- didn’t 
want to take it as a profession 
because mundanity scares me: 
| cannot imagine myself doing 
the same-thing day after day.. 
| have been writing since | was 
12 years old. | love reading and 
writing so publishing was a nat- 
ural choice, moreover publishing 





is also.a business,” says Nethra. : 
| 


Fablery was started in 2010 
as a writing activity in associa- 
tion with another publisher; it is 
now independently publishing 
novels and graphic novels. 

Harsh Agarwal, another pan- 
ellist for the workshop is a stu- 
dent of Mechanical Engineering 
at NIT Silchar. As far as a crea- 
tive writing session is concerned, 
when should one take a final 
year Engineering student seri- 
ously? The answer is — when 
he has authored three books and 
has opted to take up writing as 
a full time profession. Harsh’s 
third book ‘Nazagat’ has been 
published by Half Baked Beans, 
a promising publisher. 

“Writing is definitely not a stop 
gap for me; | have decided to 
take this as a full time profession, 
| believe in experimenting,” says 
Harsh. All of 22, Harsh runs 
an organisation called ‘Asylum,’ 
which aims to promote creative 
writing and mentor budding writ- 
ers. Harsh and Nethra were 
ably supported by Karthik Nay- 
aka, a short film director and 
script writer in giving a wonderful 
experience to the participants of 
the workshop. Just Books plans 
to start a Book Club soon... 
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